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Fr. Warner D’Souza

Editorial

‘See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” — Isaiah 43:19

I first sat down with the editorial team a month into my new role as shepherd of 
this community. I am now well into the third month. When we first met, I wanted 
this edition to focus on new beginnings. A new slate is what we all want; not that 
the old one was useless, but that somehow that which is new, like a new year, 
gives us an impetus to step forward in hope. After all, a clean slate isn't about 
erasing where you have been, but embracing where God is taking you.

The Parish bulletin has not changed its look, but what you will see in this edition is 
a change in outlook. A change in look alters the presentation; a change in outlook 
alters the destination. We live in a culture obsessed with the aesthetic upgrade; 
the new wardrobe, the fresh haircut, the curated digital identity, because changing 
the external surface is always faster than transforming the internal landscape.  
A change in look is merely a cosmetic transition that changes how the world sees 
you. An aesthetic upgrade can change your profile, but only a spiritual revolution 
can change your path.

A change in outlook is a spiritual revolution that changes how you see the world. 
Romans 12:2 reminds us, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” True transformation never travels 
from the outside in. You can change your scenery, your style, and your social 
circle, but if you carry the same old filters of fear, bitterness, and scarcity, you will 
eventually paint your new beginnings with your old colours; it’s simply a case of 
new wine in old wine skins. The greatest joy of life isn't found in looking at a new 
mirror, but in looking through a new window.

It is my hope that this new outlook will not just be reflected in the pages of this 
Parish bulletin, but in the life of the Parish. 
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When you read the above caption your 
first reaction will be “Oh, has Fr. 

Warner been stripped of his position?” In 
reality, that is far from it. In fact, St. Pius X 
Church witnessed a Spirit-filled Induction 
Ceremony of Fr. Warner D’Souza as the 
Parish Priest; solemnized by his Lordship, 
Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes on 20th 
June 2026.
The Second Vatican Council states: 
“Pastors co-operate with the Bishop in a 
very special way as shepherds in their own 
rights, they are entrusted with the care of 
souls in a certain part of the Diocese.” 
This is what Fr. Warner referred to in his 
induction speech “The appointment as 
Parish Priest, is not an appointment of 
authority, but a role of responsibility, 
wherein he is entrusted with the souls of 
the Parish.”
Hence, Fr Warner personally chose to 
drop the designation / title of Parish 
Priest. He chooses not to be overbearing 
and pretentious while attending to all the 
needs of the Parish, most essentially the 
spiritual growth; thereby aiming to fulfil 
the vow he took at his induction “To 
ceaselessly care for the Lord’s flock 
under his care and to unite himself day 
by day to Christ, the Eternal Priest.” 

Our Shepherd is without a Title
As part of the Induction Ceremony, Bishop 
Dominic Savio handed over to Fr. Warner 
the many responsibilities of the Parish.  
He was given the key of the Tabernacle 
in order for him to nourish the community 
with the Body of Christ.

He was led by the Bishop to 
• the Baptistry – reminding him to 

bring God to the people through the 
Sacraments.

• 	 the Confessional – as he needs to 
be an instrument of God’s love and 
forgiveness.

• 	 the Lectern – from where the Word 
of God will be broken for the spiritual 
growth of the Parish. 

Finally, the Sacramental Registers and 
the Keys of the Church were handed over 
to Fr. Warner, signifying the beginning of 
a new chapter in our Parish.
In keeping with the theme of this magazine 
‘New Beginnings’, Fr. Warner endeavours 
to shepherd us into new beginnings - to 
welcome all especially the least, the last 
and the lost. To quote Fr Warner’s speech
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Anita deSouza 
Community F

again “We could all be prodigal even 
though we are sitting in God’s house.”  
He wholeheartedly wants every 
parishioner, even those on the periphery, 
to return to the Father. Taking a cue  
from Fr Warner may we embrace each 

and every one, far and near, rich and poor 
so that the Parish under his guidance 
experiences the outpouring of Grace.

Restoration and Renewal in Christ

A railroad crossing had a clear big signpost 
that read STOP-LOOK-LISTEN.  
Yet another crossing had a slightly 
different signpost: STOP-SEE-GO – this 
was meant for the safety of the vehicles 
crossing that zone. Isn’t that what Renewal 
and Restoration really mean? It translates 
to STOP-REFLECT-LISTEN-GO.
The famous Papal Motto of St. Pius X, who 
dedicated his papacy to restoring Christ’s 
central role in the Church and society, was 
‘To restore all things in Christ’ (from 
the Latin ‘Instaurare omina in Christo’).  
This is rooted in Ephesians 1:10 and 
Revelation 21:5. It is the ongoing process 
of allowing Christ’s love to restore your 
life and the world.
We need to focus on the past (restore) to 
repair ourselves if we have drifted away 
from Christ. We also need to focus on 
the future (renew) breathing new life of 
renewal in Christ. This restoration and 
renewal IN Christ require us to go through 
a personal transformation, allowing Christ 
to transform us, rather than conforming 
to the patterns of the world. A true and 
effective personal transformation IN 
Christ takes place when we channel our 
efforts ‘Through Him, With Him and 
In Him’ as we pray in the Eucharistic 
Doxology at Mass.
  

LISTEN TO HIS VOICE: Everything 
we do and pray is directed to Christ. Our 
Blessed Mother in John 2:5 directs us to  
“Do whatever He tells you”, which becomes 
our spiritual motto for surrendering to 
the will of Jesus. Restoration in Christ 
require us to receive absolution in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
receive Holy Communion. St. Pius X 
encouraged the faithful to receive Holy 
Communion frequently with reverence, as 
this will sustain us and help us to direct our 
actions to the will of God – a nourishment 
that we need in order to focus our path 
towards Heaven and embrace an identity 
characterized by Holiness.
Renewal and Restoration of all things in 
Christ would also mean that we believe 
and put our trust in the promises of God 
(written in Scriptures, Tradition, and 
Magisterium of the Church). The world, 
through its New Age movements, is 
constantly bombarding us with artificial 
and worldly directions that lead us to a 
fear of missing out, confusion, worry and 
anxiety. But, when we restore our faith in 
Christ and surrender to His plans, God 
will guide us and give us the ‘Wisdom’ 
to change our paths to His Kingdom.
When worried, tensed or when in doubt – 
talk to Jesus. Sit before Him in the Blessed 
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Johnson George,  
Catechist

Fr. Ankit Baghel: The Good that Came Out of Amera

Sacrament. Cast your anxieties and 
worries upon Him (1 Peter 5:7). Psalms 
55:22 teaches us to “Cast your burden 
on the Lord, and He will sustain you and 
He will never permit the righteous to be 
moved.” Seek guidance from the Lord 
whenever you want to start something 
new or change or take a decision. Our 
Lord promises us in Isaiah 58:11 –  
“the Lord will guide you continually.”

In this fast-paced, mechanical world we 
need to STOP often, REFLECT where we 
are going, CORRECT our path (restoration 
and renewal), LISTEN to the Word of God 
for advice, healing and holiness, MOVE ON 
with His Grace and spiritual nourishment. 
Restore all things in Christ and Do whatever 
He tells you.

Our family was truly blessed to 
be present at Fr. Ankit Baghel’s 

Ordination to the priesthood in the Order 
of Friars Minor (OFM) on 23rd April 
2026. Memorable moments that will be 
forever etched in our hearts.
Fr. Ankit comes from a very poor family, 
who live in a tiny rural hamlet, two villages 
away from his Parish Church, Nitya 
Sahayak Mata, in Amera, a village in the 
district of Kawardha, Chattisgarh. This 
Parish has only seven Catholic families. 
The Parish and the whole Diocese were 
celebrating because a “son of the soil” 
was being ordained a Priest for the  
first time!
Vocations are nurtured in the family. We 
were very edified to meet Fr. Ankit’s 
parents. Simple and holy people. They 
embraced the Faith when Fr. Ankit and his 
younger brother were still children, facing 
a lot of ostracism along the way. The 
elderly grandparents have also recently 
received Jesus. The entire family are 
so full of zeal and passion, and are very 
active in the Church.
The Eucharistic Celebration began with 
a grand Entrance Procession from the 
Parochial school to the Church, with 

the people who came from all over 
the Diocese joining in the prayers and  
singing hymns.
The Choir came from a neighbouring 
Parish, a good eight-hour bus drive away. 
No dikhava of wanting to be seen in 
front! They were stationed at the back of 
the Church. They sang in harmony, truly 
praising and worshipping God.
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Fr. Ankit was privileged to have both 
his parents proclaim the Word of God 
as Lectors at his Ordination Mass. 
The Offertory Procession was filled with 
generous hearts – relatives bringing up 
simple gifts, the fruit of their labour, and 
the work of their hands.
As Fr. Ankit raised the Blessed Host 
and Chalice, proclaiming the words of 
Consecration, “This is my Body…”, he 
was at Calvary, totally one with Christ, 

in persona Christi, giving up his whole 
self for all of mankind.

And that was the Faith we witnessed in 
the Priests and Parishioners of Amera, 
Chattisgarh. Amidst persecution, they 
boldly proclaim their Faith, wishing each 
other “Jai Yeshu!”

Reena Poddar  
Lay Coordinator – Vocation Promotion 

The Sacrament of Healing: Anointing of the Sick

We conclude our Series on the Seven 
Sacraments that Christ instituted for 

His Church, by focusing on the second 
Sacrament of Healing - Anointing of  
the Sick.
“By the sacred anointing of the sick and 
the prayer of her priests the whole Church 
commends the sick to the suffering 
and glorified Lord, asking that He may 
lighten their suffering and save them” 
(Lumen Gentium # 11). As the title goes, 
it is anointing of the sick, a Sacrament of 
HEALING and not a death warrant.
When should one receive this Sacrament?
(Refer Catechism of the Catholic Church 
1513 -1515 and Code of Canon Law, 
Canons 847 § 1, 1004, 1005, 1007)
As soon as anyone of the faithful begins to 
be in danger of death from sickness or old 
age, the fitting time for him / her to receive 
this Sacrament has certainly already 
arrived. The Sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick is given to those who are seriously 
ill by anointing them on the forehead and 
hands with duly blessed oil … - saying, 
only once: “Through this holy anointing 
may the Lord in his love and mercy help 

you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May 
the Lord who frees you from sin save you 
and raise you up.”
Can you receive this Sacrament more 
than once?
If a sick person who received this 
anointing recovers his / her health, he / she 
can, in the case of another grave illness, 
receive this Sacrament again. If during 
the same illness the person's condition 
becomes more serious, the Sacrament 
may be repeated. It is fitting to receive this 
Anointing just prior to a serious operation. 
The same holds for the elderly whose 
frailty becomes more pronounced.
Preparation of receiving this Sacrament 
(CCC 1516-1517):
•	 Like all the Sacraments, the Anointing 

of the Sick is a Liturgical and 
Communal Celebration.

•	 Only Bishops and Priests are ministers 
of the Anointing of the Sick. (CIC 
Canon 1003)

•	 The faithful should encourage the 
sick to call for a Priest to receive this 
Sacrament. 
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Johnson George  
Catechist 

•	 The sick should prepare themselves to 
receive it with good dispositions.

•	 The Priests, family members / 
community, are invited to surround 
the sick in a special way through their 
prayers and fraternal attention.

•	 This Sacrament can be celebrated in the 
family home, a hospital or Church, for 
a single sick person or a whole group 
of sick persons. It includes laying of 
hands on the sick by the Priest. (James 
5:14-15)

•	 Depending on the circumstances, the 
celebration of the Sacrament can be 
preceded by the Sacrament of Penance 
and followed by the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. 

•	 As the Sacrament of Christ's Passover, 
the Eucharist should always be the 
last Sacrament of the earthly journey, 
the “viaticum” for “passing over” to 
Eternal Life.

 What are the positive effects of Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick?

CCC 1532 beautifully explains this as 
follows:
i.	 The Special Grace of the Sacrament 

of the Anointing of the Sick has as its 
effects: 

ii.	 the uniting of the sick person to the 
Passion of Christ, for his own good and 
that of the whole Church; 

iii.	the strengthening, peace and courage 
to endure in a Christian manner the 
sufferings of illness or old age; 

iv.	the forgiveness of sins, if the sick 
person was not able to obtain it through 
the Sacrament of Penance; 

v.	 the restoration of health, if it is 
conducive to the salvation of his soul; 

vi.	the preparation for passing over to 
Eternal Life.

When this Sacrament is 
received as viaticum in 
preparation for one’s final 
journey, CCC 1525 explains - 
“Thus, just as the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and the 
Eucharist form a unity called 
‘the Sacraments of Christian 
initiation’, so too it can be said 
that Penance, the Anointing of 
the Sick and the Eucharist as 
viaticum constitute at the end of 
Christian life ‘the Sacraments 
that prepare for our heavenly 
homeland’ or the Sacraments 
that complete the earthly 
pilgrimage.”
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Pentecost 2026: A Spirit-Filled Encounter with the Lord

A Choir for Every Mass

The Pentecost Rally held on 24th May 
2026, was a deeply moving and Spirit-

filled encounter with the Lord. From the 
very beginning, the atmosphere was filled 
with joy, reverence and an overwhelming 
sense of God’s presence.
The evening began with praise and 
worship, which led the congregation to 
experience a renewed fervour for the Lord.

Fr. Aaron Sequeira delivered a stirring 
and Spirit-led talk on “The Final Battle.” 
His words were both awakening and 
encouraging, reminding us that these are 
times when we must remain rooted in 
Faith, steadfast in Prayer and spiritually 
prepared for challenges. He called upon 
everyone to deepen their relationship with 
Christ and place complete trust in the 
power and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
At the heart of the Rally was the Holy 
Eucharist, celebrated by Fr. Aaron and 
con-celebrated by Fr. Norbert D’souza. 

Through the Eucharistic Celebration, 
we were united as one family in Christ, 
experiencing God’s love, mercy and grace 
in a profound way. 
After Mass, Fr. Aaron led us into a deep 
and prayerful meditation. In the silence 
and surrender of that sacred moment, 
many experienced the gentle touch of 
the Holy Spirit. The evening concluded 

with a personal blessing bestowed upon 
each and every person present, leaving 
hearts renewed, strengthened and filled 
with Hope.
The Pentecost Rally was not merely an 
event, but a powerful encounter with 
our living God. A reminder that the Holy 
Spirit continues to move mightily among  
His people, guiding, healing and 
transforming lives.

Sangeeta Rozario  
Community K 

An Interview with Hyacinth Rebeiro, 
Coordinator of the Parish Choirs

1. 	Our Parish is unique in that it has a 
different Choir to sing at every Mass, 
both for weekday and weekend 
Masses. How did this come about?

	 These different choirs came into 
existence only post-COVID, when 

Churches were allowed to open with 
only a minimum number of people. 
Hence, Fr. George said that since 
the Mass they would attend, would 
be only once a week, let it be like a 
Sunday Mass, where there would be 
a musician accompanying the Choir. 
Since we had a number of Choirs, they 
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willingly agreed to sing once or twice 
a week, depending on their availability. 
However, as most of the Choirs could 
not make it for the morning Mass, 
either due to college or work, some 
of us singers came together and  
played / sang.

	 Before that, there was one Cantor in 
the morning and one or two Cantors in 
the evening for daily Mass. Also, there 
was not always a Choir for funeral 
Masses.

2. Singing at every Mass requires 
commitment and dedication from 
the Choirs. As Coordinator, how 
would you encourage the Choirs to 
stay motivated?

	 Choirs in St. Pius are very dedicated 
and committed. They are always 
willing to help, whenever needed and 
are able to.

3. 	At times, singing at Mass can become 
a performance? What steps can be 
taken to avoid this from happening 
and that the Choirs stay focused on 
the sacredness of the Mass?

	 This requires advice from the people 
in authority, else we may just continue 
to do what we have kind of picked up 
over the years, or learnt at training 
programmes. We now realise there 
is so much more that we don’t know, 
based on the feedback we continue to 
receive from Fr. Warner. A training 
program will definitely help. 

4. What steps should the Parish take 
to make the role of the Choirs more 
meaningful during the Mass? Do 
you think the Parish should organize 
periodic training programmes in 
Sacred Music for the choir members?

	 A training program, especially talk 
on the meaning of the Eucharist, 
the sacredness of the Mass, voice 
modulation, not only for certain 
hymns, but also for the various parts of 
the Mass, should be some of the topics 
in the programme.

	 Many of the morning Mass Choir 
members are from the Prayer Group, 
where we sing, shout and clap our 
hands in joyful celebration. We are 
told that the Eucharist is the highest 
form of Praise and Worship and so we 
carry this forward to the Eucharist. We 
should be trained where to draw the 
line.

5. In coordination with the Parish 
team of priests, what activities can 
be organized for Choir members to 
grow in their relationship with God?

	 A prayer service, Adoration where we 	
can learn how to be still before the 
Lord and a recollection, preferably on 
a public holiday, like the one that is 
being organized on 15th August 2026.

6. 	For a while now, the Psalms are being 
sung from the Ambo at the Masses. 
Tell us something about this.

	 Parishioners, who do not know why 
this is being done, think it is some new 
attention seeking mode. Fr. Warner, 
during the meeting with the different 
Choir heads, a month ago, had 
mentioned that the Psalms, if sung, 
need to be sung from the Ambo.

	 Since, many of our Choir members are 
not confident of facing the congregation 
and singing. he asked us to take our 
time, but to try and implement it. Some 
of us have begun doing this and are 
getting over our initial fears and now 
feel a little more confident. 
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Half a Century of Hope, Strength and Fellowship  
at Alcoholics Anonymous

What is the one thing that unites 
our dads, Anthony Hopkins and 

Eric Clapton? The answer - Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA) helped pull them all 
from the brink and gave them a second 
chance at life.
 It was 1976, Stany was sober for almost a 
year and had been attending AA meetings 
across Mumbai. AA had introduced him to 
the life-changing fellowship and healing 
that comes from embracing the 12 Step 
programme. He believed it was time that 
his Parish in Mulund also experienced 
the wonder that was AA and the catharsis  
it offers. 
 With encouragement from Fr. F. X. Lobo, 
our Parish Priest at that time, he started 
the “Pious” AA group on 10th May 
1976, naming it to resonate with that of 
our Patron Saint. He carried the message 
of AA to families across the Parish along 
with his wife and daughters, inviting and 
encouraging people of all faiths who were 
struggling with alcohol addiction to join 
AA and discover that recovery and a 
return to a healthy life was truly possible.
 For one of us, Stany was simply ‘Dad’, 
whom she watched in admiration as 
he turned his own recovery into a 
remarkable lifelong ministry in which 
through compassion and quiet dedication, 
he transformed countless lives. To the 
other, Stany was the man who changed 
the course of her father’s life. Through 
him, her father was introduced to AA and 
blessed with sobriety to start life anew. AA 
led her father to overcome his addiction, 
eventually marry and is, in fact, the reason 
her family exists at all today.
Along with Stany, and even after his 
passing in 1994, many generous members 

dedicated themselves to carrying the light 
of AA in Mulund. Because of their loving 
example and honest dedication, hundreds 
who walked into an AA meeting room, 
completely broken and ashamed, rebuilt 
their lives and relationships after finding 
hope and healing. Fewer parishioners are 
finding their way to AA meetings now, but 
it is not because the problem has vanished. 
Alcoholism continues to devastate 
individuals and families, bringing pain, 
isolation and brokenness into homes.  
Alcoholism is not a moral failing, but 
a disease influenced by genetics, life 
experiences and various psychological 
factors. When we understand this, we 
replace judgement with compassion and 
offer people struggling with alcoholism 
what they truly need - acceptance, 
encouragement and support. The most 
powerful part of AA is the fellowship 
that every member finds when they 
start to attend meetings. Recovery from 
alcoholism can feel like the hardest 
journey of one’s life, but AA ensures that 
you don’t have to go through it alone. 
Every meeting brings together people 
who have lived through the same struggle.  
Each of them understands the tremendous 
impact that this disease can inflict upon 
families, friendships and careers, not to 
mention the toll it extracts from one’s 
health and finances. The kinship among 
fellow members offers honest reassurance 
that others have traversed the same path 
and that you can too.
AA is one of the most welcoming 
communities anywhere in the world and 
also the easiest to be a part of. It simply 
opens doors and ushers in everyone who 
is seeking help. Across Mumbai around 
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Moulding Children to be Good Citizens

140 groups meet regularly, many nestled 
within the Parishes of our Archdiocese. 
The help and support of AA extend to 
family members as well. The Pious Group 
also holds Al-Anon meetings for spouses, 
parents and children whose lives have 
been affected by a loved one's drinking. 
Healing at AA is not just for the person 
with alcoholism; it is for the whole 
family.
The 12 Steps of AA are deeply rooted in 
spiritual principles that resonate strongly 
with the Christian Faith - trusting in a 
Higher Power, humility, forgiveness, 
repentance and hope are at the heart of 
the programme. These principles are what 
anchor the path of every AA member 
making the journey that much more 
meaningful and powerful. The Serenity 
Prayer recited at every meeting room 
around the world, could easily be one 
that we can whisper in our hearts, “God, 
grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, the courage to change 

the things I can, and the wisdom to know 
the difference.” 
We have been fortunate to witness the 
gift of sobriety in our own fathers and 
experience the fellowship of AA firsthand 
with the warmth, friendship and hope 
that it brings. As the Pious group marks 
fifty years of service, we pray that anyone 
in our Parish carrying the burden of 
alcoholism, or watching someone they 
love carry it, will know they are not alone. 
In AA, may they find what our fathers 
found: a place of welcome and healing, 
and the belief that a new beginning is 
always possible.
Those seeking sobriety and their family 
members and friends walking the road 
with them are welcome to attend AA 
meetings held in the St Pius X School 
building every Wednesday and Sunday 
at 7:30 pm.

Lynette Nazareth a former parishioner, and 
Tania Tauro, Community L

An interview with Sr. Vivian and the CCO’s 
Tuition Cell
1. 	How did the CCO’s Tuition Cell 

come about and what was its aim?
	 The St. Pius X Community Centre 

was inaugurated by Bishop Ferdinand 
Fonseca on 26th August 2001, the day 
we celebrated our Parish Feast. On the 
same day we inaugurated the Tuition 
Cell. The Centre for Community 
Organisation (CCO) is the social 
service wing of our Parish.

	 We noticed that after school, children 
from marginalised communities were 
found playing outside, as their parents 

were away earning a livelihood. With 
no one to control them and look after 
their education, the CCO decided to 
start the Tuition Cell for these children 
without considering their caste or 
religion. Our aim is to mould them to 
be good citizens. Some of our former 
students are now working with reputed 
companies. Whenever they come to 
meet us, they are full of praise for this 
initiative that we started years back.

2. Does the Tuition Cell cater to only 
Catholic children or children of all 
faiths?

	 The Cell caters to students of all faiths. 
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We have tried reaching out to Catholic 
students, but found the response poor. 
At present, only 2% of students are 
Catholic.

3. 	Till which grade and in what 
subjects does the Tuition Cell help 
the children?

	 We teach students up to the 8th grade 
in all subjects, from Monday to Friday. 
Most of these students are from local 
BMC schools. We try to inculcate 
values. We celebrate important 
occasions like Independence Day, 
Republic Day, Christmas, Diwali, etc. 
We also conduct handwriting, singing 
and drawing competitions for them 
and award prizes. Occasionally, expert 
counsellors from our Parish, counsel 
the students and parents. Feedback 
is sought from students and parents 
annually.

4. What measures is the Tuition Cell 
taking or planning to take to reach 
out to students from our primary 
section who have afternoon school?

	 We conduct regular classes from 5 
pm to 6:30 pm, for which we have a 
dedicated group of volunteers.

	 Our primary section has afternoon 

school till 6 pm. So, we have started 
tuitions for few students till 7 pm.  
We will need to have a separate 
morning or evening batch for these 
children. For this, we will need a 
separate set of volunteers. We will 
also require the principal and teachers 
to suggest students that need extra 
coaching and help.

	 Fr. Warner’s suggestion of providing 
snacks to the students before the class 
starts would be a great initiative.

5. 	Tell us something about the 
volunteers who teach at the Tuition 
Cell?

	 We have a dedicated group of four 
ladies and a gentleman, who volunteer 
to teacher the 15 students that we 
currently have. The teachers are 
hardworking and highly motivated 
with zero absenteeism.

6. How can Parishioners volunteer to 
teach at the Tuition Cell?

	 Dedicated Parishioners can volunteer 
to teach our primary children by 
contacting me. My full support will be 
there with them. If I get at least one 
dedicated teacher, then I'm sure that 
the Tuition Cell will flourish.
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Induction Ceremony

Induction of Fr. Warner D’Souza as Parish Priest of St. Pius X Church by Bishop 
Dominic Savio Fernandes on 20th June 2026
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Congratulations Fr. Ankit!!!

Fr. Ankit Kumar Baghel (OFM) was ordained a priest by Archbishop Victor Henry 
Thakur on 23rd April 2026

Pentecost 2026 with Fr. Aaron Sequeira
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Parents' Day 2026
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BCS Awareness Programme on ECI's Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral roll

St. Andrew’s Community - Prayer Service for its Confirmation Candidate

St. James Community Picnic
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Retirement
(Monthly Income & Corpus Creation)

Health Insurance
(Basic & Top Up Covers)

Investments
(Fixed Deposits & Mutual Funds)

Family Income Security
(Life Insurance Solutions)

Society & Trust Assets -
Insurance & Investments

Portfolio Consolidation Services
(Mapping all assets MF's, Shares, EPF, PPF, Post Office, FD's, Properties, Other Assets etc.)

• The Best thing Money can buy is Financial Freedom •

We
Provide

Solutions For

Claim Settlement Support
(For all Insurance Policies & Mutual Funds)

For more information scan
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St. Anthony’s Community – Fellowship over a potluck dinner

St. Valentine’s Community – Celebrating Mother’s Day

Infant Jesus Community – Celebrating the Marian Month of May
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(Out)REACHING TOGETHER - Faith in Action

As a part of our Lenten Social Outreach 
programme, our Parish decided to 

support institutions that work for the 
betterment of women and children.
The Sisters of the Cross at Khopoli, 
Divya Prabha at Thane and Vasai, 
Prerana at Rasayani, and Bethany 
Convent at Panvel were identified as the 
institutions that worked specifically in  
this area.

Our purpose was simple — to share God’s 
love through fellowship and compassion. 
Some of our Parishioners visited these 
institutions carrying the generous 
contributions from our Parish community 
- cash and items like groceries, clothes, 
books and stationery. 
At each institution, we were warmly 
welcomed by the dedicated sisters, staff 
and residents. We spent time interacting 
with them, listening to their stories, 
sharing smiles, singing and enjoying 
moments of genuine companionship. 
These visits reminded us that while 
financial assistance is invaluable, the 
gift of time is equally meaningful and 
fulfilling.

“We spent fruitful time with the young girls 
by interacting and playing with them. We 
witnessed the selfless service of the sisters, 
which reminded us of the true essence of 
Lent,” said Sophie Dantes, coordinator of 
Community C, who visited Divya Prabha, 
a home for orphaned young girls.
“This visit was a truly enriching and 
memorable experience, highlighting 
the amazing work the Ashram does in 

helping these girls build 
brighter futures,” said 
Sophia D’Mello from 
Community F, who visited 
Divya Ashram Vasai. The 
Ashram provides a safe 
home, education and life 
skills for about 30 young 
girls from less fortunate 
families.
“In the evenings, fearless 
Sr. Agnes scooters to the 
tribal villages in Khopoli, 
offering counselling, 
educational and skill 
support to the tribal 

women returning back home from their 
day jobs as labourers. Sr. Agnes is 
simply a superwoman,” said Lavina from 
Community M, who visited the Sisters of 
the Cross, Khopoli that supports widows 
and children from about 22 tribal villages 
in and around Khopoli.
By the end of our visits, we realised that 
we were not merely the ones giving — 
we were also receiving. We came away 
inspired by the courage, resilience, faith 
and joyful spirit in service of the people 
we met.
We sincerely thank every member of our 
Parish who contributed to this outreach. 
Your support enabled us to bring 

23COM-UNION | AUGUST 2026



Anu Antony 
 Community N 

encouragement and practical assistance to 
these wonderful institutions.
May this experience encourage each one 
of us to continue living our Faith through 
acts of love and service. After all, outreach 

is not just an event on the Church calendar 
— it is a way of living the Gospel every day.

Seventy Warriors Are Praying For You

An interview with the members of  
St. Joseph’s Sodality

The St. Joseph’s Sodality is the newest 
association in the Parish. Tell us 
something about its inception and what 
this sodality is all about?
We are a group of men, who have 
consecrated ourselves to St. Joseph. We 
are privileged to call ourselves Warriors 
for St. Joseph. We meet once a week 
(Saturdays) to pray for the needs of the 
Parish.
What is the sodality's Manifesto?
The manifesto of the Sodality of St. Joseph 
outlines a Catholic spiritual movement 
for men, promoting the virtues of St. 
Joseph — like being a chaste protector, 
provider and worker. It functions as a 
call to spiritual arms to build up domestic 
churches, protect the Faith and live as 
exemplary Catholics in society.
Who are the members? Is it only for 
adult men? Do you have youth and 
children as members?
All MEN above the age of 18 are welcome.
What role does the Sodality play in the 
Parish?
The sodality is currently focused on 
praying for the needs of the Parish and 
planning activities for the wellbeing of 
Men, in a world where men are attributed 
to being silent and distant from family.

What activities does the Sodality plan 
for its members and for the Parish?
-	 Create a mature fraternity for men to 

share their struggles safely without the 
fear of being judged, learn the value 
of empathy, sensitivity and also pick 
up coping skills from one another. 
Encourage prayer buddies.

-	 Form a visible body of spiritually 
oriented men as a witness to other men 
of the Parish. One of the tangible steps 
in this regard is the plan to pray as a 
body of men in front of the Grotto.

-	 Coordinate a healing and spiritual 
wellness service for women, where 
men would position themselves as 
intercessors.

-	 Spread the consecration to St. Joseph 
and the consecration to Mother Mary in 
the Parish (offline and online sessions).

-	 Build a deck of testimonials on how the 
sodality has helped shaped the member's 
life.

-	 Encourage a similar spiritual sodality 
for women.

-	 Outreach to other men of the Parish in 
need of a spiritual and emotional anchor.

-	 Evaluate the success of the sodality 
through renewal - visible at the family 
level.

What are the Sodality's plans for the 
future?
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Franklin D'silva  
Senior Citizens Committee 

Bingo for Senior Citizens

To create a safe space for Men, where 
through prayer, fellowship and teaching 
we build a world where men can be more 

like St. Joseph - Chaste, Firm, Prudent 
and Faithful. 

On 14th April 2026, the School Hall 
came alive with laughter and friendly 

competition as 113 senior citizens gathered 
for a lively game of BINGO.
The evening started with a short prayer 
and a warm welcome by Norbert D’souza, 
who spoke on the Joy of Community and 
staying active in fellowship. He thanked 
the volunteers and encouraged us to see 
the evening's gathering as a celebration 
of togetherness.
As soon as the numbers began rolling, 
players eagerly waited for the ‘Five 
Lines’, the ‘Four Corners’ and the much 
awaited ‘BINGO’ and ‘House to Follow’. 
Fr. George Athaide also joined us for some 
time and called out the numbers.
The event was marked by cheerful banter, 
gentle teasing when someone gave a false 

alarm, and a big applause for each winner. 
A surprise element was when a generous 
parishioner came forward and gave away 
cash prizes to lucky winners. But, the real 
prize of the evening was the enjoyable 
time spent with friends, old and new.
An interesting observation is that this is 
one place where parishioners, who have 
just turned 60, don't mind being called 
senior citizens. The fun is just irresistible. 
Hats off to all our senior citizens.
A big Thank You to our Parish team of 
priests and the volunteers for organizing 
this event. Looking forward to the next 
round of BINGO!
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Building a Christ-Centered Youth Community

An interview with Wyman and Vida 
Gonsalves, the new SPARC vice-

presidents
What is your Spiritual Vision for the 
youth group?
Our vision is to build a Christ-centered 
youth community where every young 
person feels welcomed, loved and 
encouraged to grow in faith. We aim to help 
the youth develop a personal relationship 
with Jesus, actively participate in the 
Sacraments, serve others with compassion 
and become future leaders who live out 
Christian values in their daily lives.
How do your team’s shared Christian 
Beliefs shape the way you guide and 
mentor the youth?
At the heart of our mission as the Core 
Team lies one unshakable truth: our 
shared Christian beliefs are the foundation 
of everything we do.
Before guiding others, we remind 
ourselves that all our efforts are for Christ 
and for His greater glory. Recognition or 
applause is never our goal; instead, we 
strive to reflect Christ’s love, compassion 
and values in the way we mentor and serve 
the youth.
As SPARC – St. Pius Army for Christ, we 
see ourselves as Christ’s army, not one that 
fights with cruelty or power, but one that 
stands for faith, hope, love and service. 
Christ is our guiding light, our strength 
and our refuge. We follow His example, 
helping others walk closer to Him.
Can you share an example of how 
your team successfully helped a teen 
integrate Faith into his / her everyday 
life?

One of our youth members initially 
attended meetings only occasionally 
and found it difficult to connect 
Faith with daily life. Through regular 
fellowship, mentoring, Bible reflections 
and participation in Parish activities, 
the individual gradually became more 
involved in prayer, volunteering and 
serving during Parish events. Today, the 
youth member actively participates in 
Church activities and inspires others to 
grow in their faith as well.
How do you ensure that newcomers and 
quieter youth feel actively included and 
valued in your group?
We personally welcome every newcomer 
and introduce them to the group. We 
encourage participation without forcing 
anyone to speak, and pair new members 
with friendly youth who help them 
feel comfortable. Through small group 
discussions, interactive activities and 
regular follow-ups, we ensure everyone 
feels seen, heard and valued regardless of 
their personality.
How would you motivate the youth to 
be involved in the life of the Parish? To 
be active members of other Cells and 
Associations in the Parish (e.g. Ushers, 
SVP, Legion of Mary, Bombay Catholic 
Sabha, Bible Cell, etc.)?
We would help the youth understand that 
serving the Church is a way of living out 
their Faith. By introducing them to the 
various Parish ministries, inviting ministry 
representatives to share their experiences 
and encouraging them to discover their 
talents, we can help them find meaningful 
ways to serve. We will also recognize and 
celebrate youth who actively contribute, 
inspiring others to participate.
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Community Happenings

What Spiritual and other activities have 
you'll planned for the youth this year?
-	 Monthly youth prayer meetings and 

praise and worship.
- 	Bible study and faith-sharing sessions.
- 	Retreats, recollections and Adoration.
-	 Community service and outreach 

programmes.
-	 Parish Feast and Liturgical celebrations.
-	 Sports tournaments and fellowship 

events.
-	 Leadership and personality development 

workshops.
What assistance would you require from 
the PPC and Parish for implementing 
your team's vision for the young?

We would appreciate:
-	 Continuous spiritual guidance and 

encouragement from the Parish Priest 
and PPC.

- Financial support for retreats, outreach 
activities and youth programmes.

- Access to Parish facilities for meetings 
and events.

- Opportunities for youth to participate in 
Parish ministries and decision-making.

- Support in promoting youth initiatives 
during Parish announcements and 
communications. 

Prayer Service for Our Confirmation Candidate
On Saturday, 18th July 2026, St. Andrew's Community gathered for a prayer service in 
support of our Confirmation candidate, Reanna Rodrigues.
Sr. Sanila, our Spiritual Director, led the community in praying over Reanna, who was 
accompanied by her parents and godparents, invoking God's grace and strength as 
she prepares to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. The service concluded with a 
Thanksgiving prayer followed by light refreshments.
We assure Reanna of our prayers as she continues her journey of Faith. May the Holy 
Spirit guide and strengthen her always.

Annam Justine  
Community A 

Visits to the Homebound
Over the past two months, our animators 
visited several homebound members in our 
community. As a small gesture of love and 
care, we presented them with a bouquet of 
flowers. The visits brought great joy to our 
homebound and their families, who were 
deeply touched by this thoughtful gesture.
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Norbert Sequeira 
Community K

Joylynn Sequeira, 
Community C

A Picnic for All
What made our picnic to ‘Golden Valley 
Resort’ on 14th June unique, was the way 
we invited everyone. Flyers that painted a 
rosy picture of the picnic were shared with 
members. The idea was simple — build 
excitement and get everyone to come.
When we worked out the costing, it 
became clear that this would not be a 
“Picnic for All.” That’s when a noble soul 
sponsored the bus.
The day itself was everything we had 
hoped for. From swimming and singing 
to group photos and a shared lunch, every 
moment brought us closer together.

Marian Month: Mother’s Day Celebration
As part of the Marian Month of May, St. Valentine’s Community joyfully celebrated 
Mother’s Day on the 10th. As a token of our love and appreciation, we cut a cake with 

Our community of Infant Jesus celebrated the Marian Month of May with great devotion 
and community spirit, praying the Rosary together every evening.
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Shalet Menezes 
Community L

Vishakha Tauro 
Community P 

Staying United and Joyful
The month of May brought our community of St. Anthony together as one big 
family every evening at the OLPS Chapel, to pray the Rosary for various intentions.  
This Spirit- and prayer-filled journey ended with a Potluck party on the last day.
During the month of June 2026, our SCC Coordinator along with the Cluster Animators 
visited the families of our community. Special attention was given to the sick and 
homebound. Interaction with the families enabled our team to strengthen our bond and 
grow in love and service.

all the mothers present at the Rosary that day. We thanked them for their love, sacrifice 
and dedication, and prayed for God’s abundant blessings upon them and their families.
On the concluding day of the Rosary, we celebrated the birthdays of all members born 
in the month of May. In appreciation of those who attended the Rosary regularly and to 
encourage our children, we gave out token gifts.
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PARENTS’ NAMES CHILD’S NAME BAPTISM DATE
Wayne and Evita Mendonca Elara 06.02.2026
Anderson and Janhavi Dsouza Zayden 21.06.2026
Jonathan and Rachel Rebeiro Lily 21.06.2026
Danson Crasta and Sweeney Dsilva Kian 26.07.2026

Welcome to the St. Pius Family

NAME AGE RETURNED TO GOD
Frederick Mendonca 91 yrs 30.03.2026
Margaret Menezes 87 yrs 03.04.2026
Victoria Kamaraj 58 yrs 10.04.2026
Ronald Thomas Rodrigues 88 yrs 12.04.2026
Montina Flory Dsa 86 yrs 27.04.2026
Cecilia John Lobo 79 yrs 07.05.2026
Philomena Rocky Cabrol 91 yrs 09.05.2026
Sushila S. Jabamani Nadar 78 yrs 11.05.2026
Isaac Dsouza 78 yrs 16.05.2026
Kalampukattuserry Mathai Cherian 87 yrs 16.05.2026
Rachil Sandaw Robert 67 yrs 19.05.2026
Sushi Jose Keezhadath 73 yrs 22.05.2026
Carlton Rebeiro 67 yrs 03.06.2026
Steven Alan Collaco 41 yrs 07.06.2026
Andrew Raphael Fernandez 67 yrs 07.06.2026
Savio Dsa 48 yrs 12.06.2026
Flavia Shankar Naik 76 yrs 15.06.2026
Lucy Olvera 72 yrs 26.06.2026
Sebastian Dsouza 82 yrs 27.06.2026
Leela Bhaskaran Pillai 83 yrs 16.07.2026
Anthony Titus Fernandes 77 yrs 28.07.2026
Peter Estibeiro 78 yrs 30.7.2026

May you Rest in Peace

COM-UNION | AUGUST 202630



Quiz: New Beginnings

1) “Behold, I am doing a new thing.” In which book of the Bible does God say this?
a) Genesis
b) Isaiah
c) Daniel
d) Revelation

2) Who wrote the song “Let Me Start Again”, popular among Church groups?
a)	 Conrad Sewell
b)	 New Starts
c)	 Peter Gonsalves
d)	 Liz Longley

3) 	Businessman Scott-Vincent Borba was the co-founder of which budget-friendly 
cosmetic brand, before giving it all up to be ordained a Catholic Priest on 23rd May 
2026?
a)	 ColourPop
b)	 e.l.f. Beauty
c)	 wet n wild
d)	 Essence

4)  The parable of New Wine and Fresh Wineskins is found in which of the Gospels?
a)	 Matthew
b)	 Luke
c)	 John
d)	 Synoptic Gospels

5) The Hymn, “New Life, New Life, You came to give us new life” is based on which 
Biblical passage?
a)	 Jesus and the Paralytic man
b)	 Jesus and the Blind man
c)	 Jesus and the Samaritan woman
d)	 Jesus and the Leprous man

6) Life on Earth 2.0, was a result of which great Biblical event?
a)	 The Great Flood
b)	 The Great Famine
c)	 Crossing the Red Sea
d)	 Destruction of the Tower of Babel
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7) 	Servant of God, Clare Crockett, of the Servant Sisters of the Home of the Mother 
(SHM), who is on her way to sainthood, before becoming a religious sister, gave up 
a very promising career as...
a)	 a Singer
b)	 a Musician
c)	 an Actress
d)	 All of the above

8) 	When God knew that Abraham and Sarah were truly ready to follow His Covenant, 
God...
a)	 Made them younger
b)	 Gave them immediate permanent residency status
c)	 Commanded a sacrificial offering
d)	 Changed their names

9) 	St. Paul's encounter with Jesus, which resulted in a 180° conversion, happened at 
what time of the day?
a)	 9 am
b)	 12 noon
c)	 3 pm
d)	 6 pm

10)	Servant of God, Pierangelo Capuzzimati, who was born in Italy in 1990, suffered 
from leukemia from the age of 14, which led him to…
a)	 Plunge into despair
b)	 Get angry
c)	 Intensify his spiritual life
d)	 Turn away from God

Answer the quiz, tear off this sheet and put it in the box outside the Parish Office by 
10th September 2026.

Name: _______________________, Mobile:_________________ Community: ____

Winners of “Easter Quiz 2026” – April 2026
Ronald Pinto (Community H), Lorraine Dsouza (Community C), Shamila Mascarenhas 
(Community H)
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